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If you’re looking for a holiday not too far away from home, that combines thrilling experiences,  exciting wildlife 
and desert safaris, let you explore historical sites, enjoy adventures across the stunning landscapes and leave you 
to unwind at your own pace, then a trip to the Africa, Middle East and the Indian Ocean is ideal for you. It’s filled 
with such a kaleidoscope of variety and contrast, that you’ll need a lifetime of visits to discover them all!

ExplOrE AFRICA, MIDDLE EAST AND THE INDIAN OCEAN ISLANDS

Welcome to the world of TBi, a world of carefree, memorable holidays. Explore Africa, the Middle 
East and the Indian Ocean Islands like never before. Choose from popular destinations or discover 
lesser known ones. See as much or as little as you like. We’ll take you to on exciting wildlife and 
desert safaris, let you explore historical sites, enjoy adventures across the stunning landscapes and 
leave you to unwind at your own pace.

TBi helps you plan the perfect holiday to this area of the world, with detailed information on the best 
time to visit, what to see, eat and drink and what to buy. let our experienced and knowledgeable 
holiday experts guide you, always keeping in mind your requirements. All you need to do is decide 
and let TBi give you a truly wonderful vacation!

TBi - Winners of the National Tourism Award

TBi

about

Your guide to Africa, Middle East 
and the Indian Ocean Islands

TBi
Trail Blazer Tours India pvt. ltd. was established in 2007 by travel industry professionals and taken 
over in 2010 by the well known Katgara Group, pioneers in tourism, setting new standards of 
innovation and excellence. Our core services include inbound tourism, corporate travel, conferences, 
incentives, domestic and international holidays. With over 250 experienced professionals at offices 
in major cities, we offer quality services at the best price. TBi has won several prestigious awards 
including the National Tourism Award in recognition of its outstanding performance.

We Believe
• That travel promotes peace and understanding
• That integrity, innovation and service excellence are crucial to success

We Offer
• The best of personalised services, backed by years of knowledge and experience
• Quality services and superior value
• The highest professional and ethical standards

1

Jerusalem, Old City Walls

MIDDLE EAST

INDONESIA

Laccadive Sea

South Atlantic Sea

The Indian Ocean

Mozambique
Channel

MADAGASCAR

MAURITIUS

REUNION ISLAND

SEYCHELLES

AFRICA

SOUTH 
AFRICA

SRI LANKAMALDIVES

KENYA

TANZANIA

Nairobi

Dodoma

BOTSWANA
NAMIBIA

Windhoek
Pretoria

Gabarone

ZIMBABWE

Harare
MOZAMBIQUE

Maputo

MOROCCO

Rabat

EGYPT

OMAN

UAE

JORDAN

ISRAEL

MuscatAbu Dhabi

AmmanJerusalem

Colombo



INDEX

South Africa   5
Kenya 13
Tanzania 19
Zimbabwe 24
Namibia 29
Botswana 33
Mozambique 36
Morocco 39
Egypt 44

Israel 51
Jordan 57
Oman  61
United Arab Emirates  67

Sri lanka  73
Mauritius 80
Maldives 85 
Seychelles 88
reunion Island  94
Madagascar 97

Branch Addresses  100
Booking Form  102

TBi essentials

Africa

Middle East

Indian Ocean

Kwantu Game Drive, South Africa



Buddhist temples with images of Hindu gods, beautiful palm-lined 
sandy-white beaches, elephants and batik, tea and cricket, coffee and 
cinnamon, coconuts and rubber, Sri Lanka,  Pearl of the Indian Ocean, 
is just a hop away. From Marco Polo to Arthur C Clarke, this tear-drop 
shaped nation has enthralled artists and tourists alike with its cuisine, its 
natural beauty and its friendly smiles. 

Do you know??

•	 Sri	Lanka	was	known	as	Ceylon	before	1972.

•	 It	was	the	first	country	in	the	world	to	have	a	democratically	elected	 
	 woman	Prime	Minister	Mrs.	Sirimavo	Bandaranaike	in	1960.

•	 Sri	Lanka	is	the	world’s	largest	tea	exporter.

•	 Cinnamon	originated	in	Sri	Lanka.

•	 The	town	of	Ratnapura	is	famous	as	the	gem	capital	of	Sri	Lanka.

•	 Sri	Lanka	has	the	widest	variety	of	precious	stones	among	the	world’s	 
 gem producing countries.

Sri Lanka

Tea	Gardens

Indian Ocean
Sri Lanka 
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destination
information
Capital
Colombo
 
official Language
Sinhala	and	Tamil.	

Government
Republic	

Currency
Sri	Lankan	Rupee

Time Difference
Sri Lanka has the same 
time zone as India 

Electricity
The	electrical	current	
is	220/230	volts	AC	
50	HZ.	Most	power	
sockets are type D 
and	G.	

good
to know

Cuisine 
Sri Lanka is a rich melting pot of cuisines - Dutch, Portuguese, 
English, Arabic, Malay, Moorish and Indian. Staples are rice, curry, 
dal,	pittu	 -	 steamed	coconut	 rice.	Try	 Idiyappam	or	 string	hoppers	
- steamed rice flour noodles, Kottu - roti with chicken, beef, eggs or 
cheese and Appam or Hoppers - pancakes of fermented rice batter 
and coconut milk.  Most dishes are accompanied by spicy Sambol 
made with chilli, pickles or chutney. Seafood is in plentiful supply - 
the Chili Fish Curry is fantastic.  Popular desserts are Kiribath – rice 
pudding, Wattalapam - a rich coconut milk pudding, Pittu - flour and 
coconut	 funnel	 cakes.	 Beverages	 include	 Woodapple	 Juice,	 King	
Coconut	and	of	course,	Ceylon	Tea.	

Shopping
Modern shopping malls and specialty stores offer high quality goods 
at affordable prices. Check out the latest international fashions at 
like	Odel	for	garments,	buy	brass	work	and	silverware,	ritual	masks,	
lacquer	ware,	batik	and	handloom	textiles,	lace,	and	wood	carvings	
at	 handicraft	 stores.	Take	home	gems	 and	 jewellery	 –	 the	 famous	
blue  sapphire,	 star	 sapphire,	 ruby,	 cat’s	 eye,	 garnet,	 moonstone,	
aquamarine, topaz  and more.

nightlife
Colombo	 has	 plenty	 to	 offer.	 From	 lively	 pubs	 to	 chic	 cocktail	
lounges, tapas bars and sports bars, casinos, discos and nightclubs 
with	 live	music,	 there’s	 something	 for	 everyone.	 Restaurants	 offer	
Indian,	Chinese,	Japanese,	Korean,	German,	Italian	and	Swiss	cuisine	
and many upscale hotels offer international menus.

A Sri Lankan Meal

Colombo Casinos

things to do
and see

CoLombo 
Half Day City Tour 
After your hotel pick up in the morning or afternoon, see 
the	Fort	area,	drive	through	the	commercial	areas	and	past	
the bustling Pettah or bazaar. See a Hindu temple, Buddhist 
temple	 and	 Jumi-ul	 Alfar	 Jumma	Mosque,	 the	Wolfendhal	
Dutch	Church	 and	Cinnamon	Gardens.	Visit	 Independence	
Square and Bandaranayake Memorial International 
Conference Hall before returning to the hotel.

Full Day bentota & beruwala   
After	your	hotel	pick	up	at	9	am,	drive	to	Bentota,	famous	for	
its	golden	beaches	on	the	southern	coastal	tip	of	the	Galle	
District. Facing the Indian Ocean, a tropical lagoon and a 
major	river,	Bentota	offers	good	water	sports	 facilities.	Visit	
Beruwala	a	small	fishing	village	en	route.	Relax	on	the	beach	
or swim, weather permitting. Optional lunch stop on the 
way.	Return	late	evening	to	your	Colombo	hotel.

Full Day Galle 
After	your	hotel	pick	up	at	9	am,	drive	119	km	to	Galle	on	
the	southwestern	tip	of	Sri	Lanka.	Visit	the	Galle	Fort	a	World	
Heritage	site,	built	by	the	Portuguese	and	later	extended	by	
the	Dutch	 in	 1663.	 Stop	 for	 optional	 lunch	 at	Galle.	Visit	 a	
mask factory in Ambalangoda the turtle hatchery in Kosgoda 
where	several	species	of	turtles,	especially	the	endangered	
hawksbill	turtle	are	protected.	Return	to	Colombo.

Full Day negombo
Visit	Negombo	in	the	heart	of	Sri	Lanka’s	fishing	industry.	
Negombo	 is	 dominated	 by	 shrines	 and	 picturesque	
churches	and	offers	good	beaches	on	the	west	coast.		Visit	
Negombo	Lagoon,	see	a	fish	auction,	the	Dutch	Fort	and	
a	Catholic	church.	Optional	lunch	in	Negombo.	Return	to	
Colombo hotel.

SRI LANKA

Jaffna

Colombo

Galle

Kandy

Nuwara Eliya

Trincomalee

Dambula

Anuradhapura

Star Sapphire

best Time to Visit
West and south coasts from December to March and 
the	east	coast	from	April/May	to	September.
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testimonial

“
“

Everything	went	off	well	and	we	enjoyed	our	
trip	to	Sri	Lanka	thoroughly.	I	will	definitely	
come	back	to	you	for	more	such	experiences.
Chitra, Chennai

Negombo	Fishermen

Cultural Show

kanDy 
Full Day City Tour 
The	 sacred	 city	 of	 Kandy	 is	 in	 the	 lush	 central	 highlands.	 Visit	
an	 elephant	 orphanage,	 the	 Royal	 Botanical	 Gardens	 and	 a	 tea	
plantation.	 See	 the	majestic	Temple	of	 the	Sacred	Tooth	Relic	 in	 a	
small	wooded	valley	in	the	hills	around	a	lake.

Pinnawala Elephant orphanage 
Enjoy	a	half	day	visit	to	this	unique	orphanage	founded	in	1975	with	
just	 five	 calves.	 See	 the	 elephants	 roaming	 freely,	 being	 fed	 and	
bathed. Enjoy a traditional lunch in Pinnawala. 

Cultural Show (kandy Dance) 
Don’t	miss	this	famous	1	hour	evening	event.	Listen	to	the	captivating	
traditional	 drummers	 and	 be	 mesmerized	 by	 the	 spectacular	 fire	
dancers, other traditional folk dancers and Demon dancers.

DambuLLa 
Dambulla Rock Temple 
Dambulla	is	a	vast	isolated	rock	mass	500	ft	high	and	a	mile	round	
the	base.	The	famous	rock	temple	dates	back	to	the	first	century	B.C.	
It	sheltered	the	king	during	his	14	years	of	exile.	Above	350	ft	are	a	
series	of	cave	 -	 shrines.	The	first	cave	holds	a	 recumbent	 image	of	
the	Buddha	47ft	long	carved	out	of	the	rock,	150	life	-	size	statues	of	
gods	and	a	ceiling	covered	with	frescoes.		

nuwaRa ELiya 
nuwara Eliya is	 a	mountain	 station	 at	 6,128	 ft	 set	 in	 a	 splendid	
landscape.	Built	during	the	19th	century,	its	architecture	mimics	that	of	
an	English	country	town,	with	colonial	manors	and	mock	Tudor	country	
houses. It has prime golf courses, elite horse racing, the enchanting 
Haggala	Gardens	and	the	wonderful	Horton	Plains.	Visit	the	very	first	
tea	factory	-	Mackwoods	Labookelli	Tea	Factory.	Labookelli	Tea	Centre	
offers a free tour of the factory and also runs a sales outlet and a 
restaurant there. 
See	some	of	the	waterfalls	around	Nuwara	Eliya	like	Lovers	Leap	Falls,	
Glen	Falls,	Devon	Falls	and	St.	Claire’s	Falls.	Nuwara	Eliya	is	blessed	with	
salubrious	climate,	breathtaking	views	of	valleys,	meadows,	mountains	
and greenery.

adam’s Peak
See	a	spectacular	sun	rise	from	Adam’s	Peak,	at	2200m	above	sea	level.	It	
is	a	pilgrimage	spot	sacred	to	major	religions.	However,	it	is	an	exhausting	
7	km	trek	up	the	mountain.	The	season	is	between	December	and	April	
when	the	summit	is	not	misty	and	relatively	dry.	The	base	of	the	climb	on	
the	Hatton	side	is	about	2	hours	from	Nuwara	Eliya.

SiGiRiya 
Sigiriya Fortress
Ancient glory dazzles at Sigiriya with a stunning 5th century rock 
fortress	 citadel	 built	 by	 a	 fugitive	 king	 in	 the	 sky	 acclaimed	 as	 the	
8th	Wonder	of	the	World.	Other	marvels	 include	the	mirror	wall,	 lion	
stairway, water gardens and glowing colorful frescoes. 

bEnToTa   
Galle & balapitiya River 
Take	 a	 boat	 ride	 to	 a	 Madhu	 river	 island,	 on	 this	 half	 day	 tour	 see	
master	craftsmen	making	the	famous	masks	in	Ambalangoda	and	visit	
majestic	Galle	Fort	built	by	the	Portuguese	and	later	extended	by	the	
Dutch	 in	 1663.	One	 of	 the	world’s	 best	 preserved	 examples	 of	 17th	
century	coastal	fortifications,	it	is	the	largest	Dutch	fort	in	Asia.	Spend	
one	hour	to	explore	the	Fort.	Visit	a	precious	stone	mine	and	a	turtle	
hatchery and perhaps see a baby turtle hatched in front of your eyes!

Full Day madhu River Safari 
Cruise	 the	majestic	Madhu	River	 through	mangrove	‘tunnels’	 and	 see	
dozens	of	species	of	birds,	visit	a	secluded	Buddhist	monastery	for	lunch	
and	explore	a	cinnamon	plantation	and	a	 turtle	hatchery.	As	 the	river	
flows	into	a	lake,	sail	for	the	tiny	island	of	Koddhuwa	to	visit	the	Buddhist	
temple	and	enjoy	a	sumptuous	lunch.	See	the	cultivation	of	cinnamon.
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where to
stay
You’ll	 be	 spoilt	 for	 choice	 with	 the	 array	 of	 Sri	 Lankan	
accommodation	options,	ranging	from	3-5	star	hotels	and	beach	
resorts, heritage bungalows, boutique hotels and more.

unique Stays: 
•	 Bentota	-	Saman	Villas/Taj	Bentota	
•	 Colombo	–	Taj	Samudra/Cinnamon	Grand	Colombo	
•	 Galle	-	The	Fortress	Resort	and	Spa
•	 Kandalama - Lake Lodge 
•	 Nuwara	Eliya	-	Tea	Trails	
•	 Sigiriya	-		Vil	Uyana		

cruises
Cruise	liners	call	at	Colombo	or	Galle	on	their	longer	voyages.	
Others	like	the	Voyages	of	Discovery	and	Swan	Hellenic	Cruises	
have	a	few	sailings	departing	from	Colombo.		
Choose from:
•	 Voyages	of	Discovery:	Treasure	of	Indian	Ocean	–16	days	
•	 Swan	Hellenic	Cruises:	India	&	The	Malabar	Coast	–16	days
•	 Swan	Hellenic	Cruises:	To	Burma	&	Beyond	–	17	days		

suggested
itineraries

Sigiriya

Day 1: Colombo – Dambulla/Sigiriya
Arrive	Colombo	airport,	where	you	will	be	met	and	transferred	
to	Dambulla/Sigiriya.	En	 route	visit	 the	Elephant	Orphanage	at	
Kandy.	Arrive	and	check	in	to	your	hotel.	Overnight.	
 
 
Day 2: Dambulla /Sigiriya - Trincomalee – City Tour
Breakfast.	Transfer	 to	Trincomalee.	 Arrive	 and	 check	 in	 at	 your	
hotel.	This	 afternoon,	 enjoy	 a	 city	 tour	 visiting	 Shakti	 Peedam	
and	Thirukoneshwaram	Temple.	Overnight.		 	
 
Day 3: Trincomalee – Dambulla – Spice Gardens - 
kandy 
After	breakfast	drive	 to	Dambulla	 to	visit	 the	Cave	Temple	and	
continue	to	Kandy,	visiting	the	Spice	Gardens	in	Matale	en	route.	
Arrive	Kandy	and	check	in	at	your	hotel.	Overnight.		
  
Day 4: kandy – City Tour - Colombo – City Tour
Breakfast.	 Visit	 the	 Peradeniya	 Botanical	 Gardens	 and	 enjoy	 a	
city	 tour	 of	 Kandy.	 	Transfer	 to	 Colombo	 and	 enjoy	 a	 city	 and	
shopping	tour.	Check	in	at	your	hotel.	Overnight.	

Day 5: Colombo
After breakfast, check out and transfer to airport. 

Trincomalee & Exotic East – 5 days  

DambullaTea	Trails,	Nuwara	Eliya Spice	Gardens,	Kandy

Colombo City

76

Day 1: Colombo - kandy 
Arrive	Colombo	airport	where	you	will	be	met	and	transferred	to	
Kandy.	 En	 route	 visit	 Pinnawela	 Elephant	 Orphanage,	 home	 of	
about	60	elephants,	to	watch	them	being	fed	and	bathed.	Check	
in	at	your	hotel	in	Kandy.	Overnight						
            
Day 2: kandy - City Tour, Temple of the Tooth & Sri 
Lankan Dances
After	breakfast,	discover	Kandy	the	last	capital	of	the	Sri	Lankan	
kings,	and	a	World	Heritage	Site.	Drive	around	Kandy	Lake,	visit	
Kandy town and the bazaar, the Arts & Crafts Centre, a gem 
museum	 and	 a	 lapidary.	 	 Also	 visit	 the	 147	 acres	 Peradeniya	
Botanical	Garden.	 In	 the	evening,	 visit	 the	Temple	of	 the	Tooth	
Relic	and	the	museum	at	the	temple	and	then	enjoy	traditional	
Sri	Lankan	dances.	Overnight.

Day 3: kandy – nuwara Eliya – Tea Factory & City Tour 
After	 breakfast,	 transfer	 to	Nuwara	 Eliya,	where	 the	 best	 tea	 in	
the	world	is	produced.		Visit	a	tea	plantation	and	a	tea	factory	en	
route, learn about the process of tea manufacturing, processing 
and grading, and taste a cup of pure Ceylon tea. Also enjoy a 
sightseeing	tour	of	Nuwara	Eliya.	Overnight.

Day 4: nuwara Eliya – yala                                            
Breakfast.	Drive	to	Yala,	the	most	visited	and	2nd	largest	National	
Park.	 Yala	 is	 home	 to	 44	 varieties	 of	 mammal	 and	 215	 bird	
species. See majestic elephants, leopards, sloth bears, sambars, 
jackals,	spotted	deer,	peacocks	and	crocodiles.	The	best	time	to	
visit	Yala	is	between	February	and	July.	The	terrain	is	varied	-	flat	
plains,	rocky	outcrops,	open	parkland	and	dense	jungle.	Arrive	
Yala	for	overnight.

Day 5: yala – Game Drive
Breakfast.	 Take	 a	 game	 drive	 either	 in	 the	 early	 morning	 or	
afternoon	or	a	night	safari.	Overnight.

Day 6: yala – bentota or beruwala  
After	breakfast	leave	for	Bentota	or	Beruwala.	Arrive	and	check	in	
at	your	hotel.		Rest	of	the	day	at	leisure.	Overnight.	

Sri Lanka in a nutshell – 10 days

Day 1: Colombo – bentota 
Arrive	Colombo	airport	where	you	will	be	met	and	transferred	
to	Bentota.	Arrive	and	check	in	at	your	hotel.	Rest	of	the	day	is	at	
leisure.	Overnight.

Day 2: bentota – Galle - bentota
Breakfast.	Drive	to	Galle	to	visit	the	Turtle	Hatchery	at	Kosgoda	
and	a	mask	factory	in	Ambalangoda	en	route.	See	the	Galle	Fort	
and	return	to	Bentota.	Overnight.		 	 	
 
Day 3: bentota – Colombo 
Breakfast. Morning at leisure. In the afternoon, transfer to Colombo. 

bentota – 3 days 

Temple	of	the	Tooth	Relic,	Kandy

Tea	Factory,	Nuwara	Eliya

Day 7: bentota or beruwala                                                            
Breakfast.		Full	day	at	leisure.	(The	vehicle	is	not	at	your	disposal	
here).	 With	 a	 tropical	 lagoon	 and	 a	 major	 river,	 you	 can	 go	
swimming	 or	 diving	 in	 the	 sea,	 jet-ski,	 parasail	 or	 enjoy	 a	
romantic	 river	 safari	on	 the	 river.	Nearby	Beruwela	has	one	of	
the	longest	beaches.	Overnight.

Day 8: bentota or beruwala – Colombo - City Tour                                                                                        
After	breakfast	transfer	to	Colombo.	Enjoy	a	city	tour,	driving	past	
the	Fort	area	and	the	bustling	Pettah	or	bazaar.	Drive	past	a	Hindu	
temple,	 a	 Buddhist	 temple	 and	 Jumi-ul	 Alfar	 Jumma	 Mosque,	
the	 Wolfendhal	 Dutch	 Church	 and	 Cinnamon	 Gardens.	 Visit	
Independence Square and Bandaranayake Memorial International 
Conference	 Hall.	 Visit	 a	 department	 store,	 House	 of	 Fashion	
offering “Designer” brands at reasonable prices, Lakmedura for 
antiques	and	Majestic	City	mall.	Check	in.	Overnight.

Day 9: Colombo 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport. 

Yala	Game	Safari

Turtle	Hatchery,	Bentota
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Mauritius,	 the	 most	 developed	 of	 the	 Mascarene	 Islands,	 is	 an	 island	
nation	in	the	Indian	Ocean	about	2,000	km	off	the	southeast	coast	of	the	
African continent. Offering high-end tourism with world-class boutique 
resorts	 that	 dot	 its	 33	 kilometer-long	 coastline,	 it	 offers	 dramatic	
landscapes,	 beautiful	 beaches	 and	 blue	 lagoons,	 vast	 stretches	 of	
sugarcane	plantations	and	virgin	forests.	If	its	romance	you’re	after,	you’ll	
find	it	here!

Do you know??

•	 Mauritius	was	created	by	underwater	volcanic	eruptions.	

•	 The	first	people	to	set	foot	on	Mauritius	were	the	Portuguese.

•	 The	 legendary	 dodo	 bird	 was	 found	 only	 in	 Mauritius	 before	 it	 
	 became	extinct.	However,	it	remains	Mauritius’	national	animal.		

•	 The	top	money	earner	for	the	economy	is	sugarcane,	planted	on	 
	 90%	of	the	country’s	arable	land.

•	 Mauritius	does	not	have	its	own	standing	army.	

•	 The	Sega	dance	has	its	origins	in	Africa.		

Dolphin Cruise

Sega Dancers

destination
information
Capital
Port Louis 
 
official Language
English, Mauritanian, Creole, 
and French. 

Government
Republic	

Currency
Mauritian	Rupee	

Time Difference
Mauritius	is	1	hour	30	min
behind India 

Electricity
The	electrical	current	is	230	
volts	AC	50	HZ.	Most	power	
sockets are designed type C 
and D.

best Time to Visit
April	to	June	and	September	
to December

good
to know

Cuisine 
The	cuisine	is	a	blend	of	Creole,	French,	Chinese	and	Indian	influences.	
Try	the	local	snacks	like	Gajak	-	roadside	deep	fried	vegetable	fritters,	
Farata – paratha topped with curry, Dholl Purri -  wheat pancake 
stuffed	with	ground	yellow	split	peas	and	a	tomato	sauce,	Rougaille	
- a Mediterranean dish of tomatoes, onions, garlic, and any kind of 
meat	 or	 fish,	 Chinese	 broth	with	 steamed	 dumplings,	 all	 kinds	 of	
seafood.	Drink	Alouda	–	 similar	 to	 falooda	 ,	 cane	 rum,	Phoenix	or	
Black	Eagle	beer	and	vanilla	tea.	

Shopping
Visit	shopping	centers,	duty-free	shopping	centers	and	craft	markets.	
Take	 home	 quality	 textiles,	 unique	 designed	 jewelry,	 diamonds,	
pearls	and	wide	range	of	handicrafts	 like	artificial	flowers,	wooden	
ship	models,	wood	art,	vanilla	sticks,	rattan	handbags	and	more.	
 
nightlife
Warm,	starlit	evenings	provide	an	idyllic	setting	for	al	fresco	dining	
and	 dancing	 The	 north	 and	 west	 coasts	 have	 many	 nightclubs,	
pubs and restaurants. French and English pop music, as well as 
techno	 and	 jazz,	 are	 popular.	 Les	 Infant	 Terribles	 has	 a	 fantastic	
dance	floor,	Port	Luis	Casino	is	the	liveliest	place	to	be	in	and	Patch	
n	Parrot	is	a	very	popular	sports	bar.	You	can	also	enjoy	a	romantic	
dinner cruise on a catamaran. 

Nightlife

things to do
and see
Cultural Port Louis with Shopping
Discover	Port	Louis,	the	capital	city	and	thriving	commercial	
center.	 See	 	 historical	monuments	 like	 the	 Robert	 Edward	
Hart	Garden,	Marie	Reine	de	la	Paix,	the	Pagoda,	La	Citadelle,	
St	 James	 Cathedral,	 Port	 Louis	 Theatre	 and	 the	 Supreme	
Court.	Arrive	at	the	Place	d’Armes	and	proceed	to	the	buzzing	
central	market.	Visit	the	Le	Caudan	Waterfront	for	high	end	
quality local and international products and jewellery.

Curepipe & Quatre bornes market
Visit	the	Mauritius	Glass	Gallery	for	arts	and	crafts.	At	Quatre	
Bornes	 textile	market,	 grab	 	 great	 bargains!	 Curepipe	 and	
Floreal are renowned for their shopping arcades offering 
local and international high quality local and international 
branded products at duty free prices.

Full Day north island - Pamplemousses Gardens 
& Port Louis 
Visit	 Pamplemousses	 Gardens	 one	 of	 the	 oldest	 botanical	
gardens of the world and see the incredible giant water lilies. 
Visit	 Port	 Louis,	 the	 capital	 city	 surrounded	by	 spectacular	
range of mountains.

South Tour & Chamarel Full Day
Enjoy	the	panoramic	view	from	the	top	of	“Trou	Aux	Cerfs”,	
an	 extinct	 volcano	 about	 700,000	 years	 old.	 Stop	 briefly	
at	 Curepipe	 to	 visit	 a	 ship	 model	 factory	 and	 for	 some	
shopping.	Before	 lunch,	proceed	 to	Grand	Bassin,	 a	 sacred	
lake	 for	pilgrims	of	 the	Hindu	community.	Visit	 the	nearby	
Black	River	Gorges,	Charamel	and	its	colored	earth.

Full Day ile aux Cerfs 
Visit	this	beautiful	Robinson	Crusoe	-	 like	island	resort	with	
miles	of	fine	white	sand,	clear	blue	waters	and	beautiful	coral	
reefs.	 Enjoy	 parasailing,	 water	 skiing,	 snorkeling,	 banana/
glass bottom boat rides on your own. Enjoy a delicious lunch 
on the island. 

Cane	Rum	Cocktails

Rattan	Handbag

MAURITIUS

Curepipe

Airport
Grand Bassin

Port Louis

Pamplemousses

Tamarin

Chana Puri
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aDVEnTuRES
Glass bottom boat & Snorkeling at blue bay 
Enjoy	 Blue	 Bay	 Marine	 Park’s	 turquoise	 blue	 waters	 and	
breathtaking white sandy beaches. See the underwater world 
from a glass bottom boat or go swimming and snorkeling and 
view	the	reef,	fish	and	beautiful	corals.	

Semi Submarine Trip
A	great	way	to	discover	the	beautiful	colorful	marine	life	without	
getting wet! Board the semi-submarine and descend to seats 
below	the	waterline.	Enjoy	 fantastic	underwater	views	 through	
the	 big	 glass	windows	 as	 you	 explore	 the	 rich	 coral	 reefs	 and	
encounter	 the	 rich	 aquatic	 underwater	 life.	 The	 trip	 lasts	 1:45	
hours.	 Go	 on	 deck	 to	 enjoy	 some	 sun,	 beautiful	 views	 of	 the	
lagoon and the beaches.

underwater Sea walk 
The	Underwater	Sea	Walk	is	one	of	the	most	unique	attractions	
of	 Mauritius.	 Experience	 the	 ultimate	 sensation	 of	 breathing	
underwater,	 safely	 and	 easily.	 See	 the	 magnificent	 marine	
life	 and	 beautiful	 corals	 in	 their	 natural	 habitat.	 Qualified	
experienced	guides	will	accompany	you	during	the	Underwater	
Sea	Walk.	You	need	not	know	swimming	or	diving	and	you	don’t	
even	have	to	remove	your	glasses!

Scooter Cruiser underwater Experience
Ride	your	own	single	motorized	scuba	bike,	which	resembles	a	
cross between a scooter and a midget submarine. Sit on your 
own	 individual	 Scooter	 Cruiser,	 head	 and	 shoulders	 within	 a	
clear dome, your air supply constantly replenished from the 
scuba tank, enabling you to breathe normally! After a brief 
training	 by	 your	 dive	 instructor,	 enjoy	 cruising	 underwater	
along	the	reef	for	about	30-35	minutes.	Return	to	the	platform	
and go back on land.

walking with Lions adventure 
Experience	 a	 one-on-one	 adventure	 with	 lions	 in	 Mauritius’	
unique	 lions	 park.	 Upon	 arrival,	 board	 a	 special	 safari	 bus	 to	
the	 lion	 reserve	 where	 the	 safari	 team	 briefs	 you	 on	 safety	
measures.	Meet	 the	 lions	 and	 their	 handlers	 and	 start	 your	 1	
hour	adventure	with	the	lions	roaming	freely	around	you.	

Full Day Hiking & Ziplining
Spend	a	full	day	hiking	through	the	beautiful	natural	park.		Go	
climbing, sliding, riding zip lines and swim in a natural pond of 
fresh	water.	Relax	under	the	waterfall	there	or	have	fun	with	the	
zip	lines	while	the	guides	prepare	a	picnic	/BBQ	grill	lunch	which	
is	served	on	a	platform	in	the	trees.	Swim	through	a	canyon	and	
slide	down	a	twin	zip	line	of	165	meters	over	the	canyon.

Half Day Canyoning Excursion
Go	 canyoning	 at	 the	 Tamarind	 Falls	 in	 the	 south	 west	 of	
Mauritius	 with	 experienced	 guides.	 Situated	 on	 the	 central	
plateau,	the	canyon	has	11	waterfalls,	multiple	jumps,	zip	lines,	
deep	ponds	and	lush	green	vegetation.	Ideal	for	thrill	seekers,	it	
will	challenge	you	to	abseil	down	the	canyons,	waterfalls,	rivers.	
Full	 canyoning	equipment	 is	provided	 including	all	 rope	gear	
and wetsuits.

The Crocodile & Giant Tortoises Park 
The	 park	 is	 home	 to	 various	 species	 of	 animals,	 reptiles	 and	
plants.	 It	 is	 set	 in	 a	 beautiful	 rain	 forested	 valley	 with	 natural	
freshwater	 springs,	 full	 of	prawns	 and	fish.	 Enjoy	guided	walks	
through	 luxuriant	 greenery.	 See	 the	 giant	 tortoises	 and	 feed,	
pet	 and	 play	 with	 them,	 Nile	 crocodiles,	 butterflies	 and	 other	
brightly-colored insects. 

Full Day Catamaran Cruise to see Dolphins, Crystal 
rock and benitiers island.
Enjoy	 a	 cruise	 on	 a	 40	 ft	 catamaran	 along	 the	 beautiful	 south	
west coast. Start with a light breakfast on cruise before departure. 
Discover	 the	 dolphins	 of	 Tamarin	 bay	 visit	 the	 famous	 Crystal	
Rock	in	the	middle	of	the	lagoon	and	enjoy	a	spectacular	view	of	
mountain	ranges	and	the	magnificent	Le	Morne	Mountain.	Enjoy	
a	BBQ	 lunch	at	Benitiers	 Island	and	 relax	on	 its	 sandy	beaches.	
Explore	the	amazing	lagoons	and	coral	reefs	close	by.	

Sugar world & Pamplemousses
Visit	the	oldest	church	in	Mauritius	-	the	1756	St	Francois	d’Assises	
Church	in	Pamplemousses.	Then	visit	one	of	the	oldest	botanical	
gardens	en	the	world	-	the	Pamplemousses	Gardens	where	rich	
and	unique	 tropical	flora	prevails.	Visit	Sugar	World,	an	ancient	
sugar cane factory now an modern museum to understand the 
history of sugar cane production in Mauritius. Enjoy free rum and 
sugar tasting. 

Walk with the Lions

Snorkelling

Pamplemousses	Gardens
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where to
stay
There	is	a	wealth	of	accommodation	to	choose	from	in	Mauritius	
–	ranging	from	small	to	medium-sized	hotels	and	charming	villas	
right	through	to	4	and	5	star	luxury	resorts	and	world	class	spas.	
Each	is	as	welcoming	as	the	next,	and	offers	the	same	exemplary	
levels	of	service.	Mauritius	also	has	eight	top-flight	golf	courses,	
all attached to hotels

unique Stays: 
•	 Trou	aux	Biches	Resort	and	Spa	
•	 Le	Victoria	Hotel	Mauritius	
•	 Lux	Grand	Gaube	
•	 One	&	Only	Le	Saint	Geran	
•	 The	Saint	Regis	Mauritius	Resort		
•	 Maradivas	Villas	Resort	and	Spa	 

cruises
Port	Louis	is	an	important	port	of	call	for	Costa	Cruise	&	Voyages	
of	Discovery	ships.	

Choose from:
•	 Costa	Cruise: Mauritius,	Seychelles	&	Madagascar	–	15	days	
•	 Voyages	of	Discovery:	Splendors	of	the	Indian	Ocean		–	16	days		
•	 Voyages	of	Discovery:	East	Africa	and	Indian	Ocean	Gems		–	18	days  

Day 1: mauritius
Arrive	Mauritius,	meet	our	local	representative	and	transfer	your	
hotel where you will be welcomed with a personalized gift and a 
bottle	of	sparkling	wine.	Dinner	&	overnight	at	hotel.

Day 2: mauritius – South island Tour 
Breakfast.	At	9	am	proceed	on	a	full	day	South	Island	Tour.	Drive	to	
Curepipe	/	Floreal	to		shop	at	some	exclusive	diamond	shops	and	
a	 ship	model	 	 factory.	 Continue	 to	 the	 spectacular	 crater	 ”Trou	
aux	Cerfs”	nearby.	Leave	for	Grand	Bassin	to	visit	the	Sacred	Lake	
(Ganga	Talao)	 in	 the	 honor	 of	 Lord	 Shiva.	 Enjoy	 the	 scenery	 at	
Black	River	Gorges	on	the	way	to	Chamarel’s	seven	colored	earth.	
Do	 carry	 a	 light	 sweater/jacket.	 Return	 to	 your	hotel	 for	dinner	
and	overnight.		

Day 3: mauritius - ile aux Cerf
Breakfast.	Depart	for	the	East	Coast	for	a	full	day	on	Ile	Aux	Cerfs	
island,	with	its	crystal	clear	waters	and	fine	golden	sands	fringed	
by	“filao”	 trees.	Transfer	 by	 speed	 boat	 to	 the	 island	 and	 reach	
magnificent	 Belle	 Mare	 Beach	 for	 optional	 activities.	 Things	 to	
carry:	swimming	suit,	sun	lotion,	towel.	Return	to	your	hotel	for	
dinner	and	overnight.	

Day 4: mauritius - north island Tour
Breakfast.	At	9	am	leave	on	a	full	day	North	Island	tour.	Drive	
through the centre of Port Louis to the Caudan Waterfront, 
a commercial landmark of shops, restaurants, craft market, 
casino	 all	 overlooking	 the	 harbor.	 Return	 to	 your	 hotel	 for	
dinner	and	overnight.	

Day 5: mauritius  
Breakfast.	Day	at	 leisure.	Enjoy	a	complimentary	30	minute	Spa	
massage for two. Enjoy a romantic dinner at your hotel on your 
last	evening	in	Mauritius.	Overnight.	

Day 6: mauritius
Breakfast.	Transfer	to	the	airport.	

suggested
itineraries

magical mauritius – 6 days 

Il	Aux	Cerf,	Paragliding

Romantic	Dinner

One	&	Only,	Le	St.	Geran

Chamarel’s	Seven	Coloured	Earth

The	Maldives	is	an	island	nation	in	the	Indian	Ocean–Arabian	Sea	area,	
consisting	of	a	double	chain	of	 twenty-six	atolls,	oriented	north-south,	
that lie between Minicoy Island (the southernmost part of Lakshadweep, 
India) and the Chagos Archipelago.
The	 1190	 tiny	 tropical	 islands	 lie	 in	 pristine	 blue	waters	with	 virtually	
untouched	 coral	 reefs,	 Stay	 on	beautiful	 private	 island	 resorts,	 snorkel	
amongst	 colorful	 coral	 and	 fish	 and	 take	 a	 flight	 over	 the	 clear	 blue	
lagoons.	Go	diving	and	explore	the	shipwrecked	Maldive	Victory	or	visit	
turtles	and	hammerhead	sharks.	Get	your	piece	of	paradise	before	it’s	lost	
to	the	world	forever!	

Do you know??

•	 The	Maldives	is	the	lowest	country	in	the	world.	Its	ground	level	 
	 is	averaged	at	4	feet	11	 inches,	and	its	highest	point	 in	Villingili	 
	 Island	stands	at	7	feet	7	inches.	

•		 The	 islands	 could	 sink	 into	 the	 sea	 due	 to	 climate	 change. 
	 99%	of	the	Maldives	is	water.

•	 The	Maldives	has	a	stunning	functional	literacy	rate	of	98%.

•	 The	Maldives,	 like	 other	Muslim	 countries,	 has	 its	 weekend	 on	 
 Friday and Saturday.

•	 It	 is	not	only	 the	smallest	country	 in	Asia;	 it	 is	also	the	smallest	 
 Muslim country in the world.

Maldives
Cocoa Island

Scenic Beaches

84



destination
information
Capital
 Male
 
official Language
Dhivehi	

Government
Republic	

Currency
Rufiya

Time Difference
Maldives	is	30	minutes	
behind India 

Electricity
The	electrical	current	is	
220/230	volts	AC	50	HZ.	
Most power sockets are 
designed	for	2	or	3	pin	sockets.	

best Time to Visit
December to April 

good
to know

Cuisine
Maldivian	cuisine	is	influenced	by	Indian	and	Sri	Lankan	cuisine	and	
is	based	on	three	main	items	and	their	derivatives:	coconuts,	fish	and	
starches.	Enjoy	the	curries,	locally	called	Riha,	usually	accompanied	
by	 Roshi	 –	 roti	 or	 rice;	 curried,	 steamed,	 or	 fried	 fish.	 Try	 Kulhi	
Boakibaa	I	-	a	fish	cake,	Gulha	-	fish	balls	and	breadfruit	curry	called	
Bambukeylu	Hiti,	only	available	in	Maldives.	All	the	resorts	provide	
international cuisine. 

Shopping
Male is the main shopping hub. Buy jewelry, cosmetics, apparels, 
textiles,	 electronic	 gadgets	 and	 gizmos,	 local	 handicraft	 items,	
perfumes	and	canned	fish.	Majeedhee	Magu	offers	virtually	anything	
under the sun including trendy handbags and watches, perfumes 
and	cosmetics.	Shop	for	souvenirs	at	Chandhanee	Magu.
Note:	It	is	prohibited	to	export	the	products	made	from	pearl	oyster	
shell, black and red coral and turtle neck.

nightlife
The	 Maldives	 is	 not	 for	 party	 lovers.	 Most	 resorts	 have	 bars,	 the	
occasional	 live	 music	 act	 and	 a	 few	 larger	 ones	 even	 have	 small	
nightclubs.	 Beach	 parties	 and	 barbecues	 are	 also	 popular.	 The	
Maldives	is	a	Muslim	country	and	locals	are	not	allowed	to	consume	
alcohol.	Restaurants	do	not	serve	booze	unless	they	are	in	a	hotel.

Maldivian	Meal

things to do
and see
maLE 
male City Tour 
Prime	attractions	are	Sultan	Park	and	the	National	Museum	
it	 contains	 items	 that	 belonged	 to	 Maldivian	 Royalty	 and	
intriguing	 archaeological	 findings.	 See	 the	 18th	 century	
Mulee Aage Palace an elegant colonial building noted for its 
ornate	white	carvings,	the	magnificent	Grand	Friday	Mosque	
with	 lovely	 coral	 engravings,	 an	 imposing	 gold	 dome	 and	
impressive	 minarets;	 inside	 are	 the	 tombs	 of	 members	 of	
royalty and national heroes. 

iSLanD HoPPinG 
Explore	 the	 many	 different	 islets	 or	 other	 resorts,	 pristine	
uninhabited islands or those islets occupied by the local 
villagers.	Take	a	full	day	excursion	to	a	secluded	island,	where	
you can swim, snorkel or simply soak up the sunshine. Enjoy 
a delectable barbeque lunch at the island. Honeymooners 
often take a romantic tour of the secluded islands.

Choose from: 
The bluetribe moofushi Diving Center 
Enjoy	windsurfing,	scuba	diving,	snorkeling,	kayaking,	riding	
on	 catamarans/pedal	 boats,	 and	more	 at	Moofushi	 Island,	
located in the west side of Ari Atoll which has an amazing 
variety	of	corals	and	abundant	fish.		Join	excursions	to	spot	
whale sharks, manta rays and more, enjoy a sunset cruise on 
a	dhoani,	the	typical	Maldivian	boat,	to	spot	dolphins.		

alimatha island 
Located	at	the	Vaavu	Atoll	on	the	eastern	side	of	the	Maldives,	
Alimatha	 Island	 	 offers	 world-class	 diving,	 aquarium-
like snorkeling as well as a central beach complete with 
great	 facilities.	 The	 island	 itself	 has	 rich	 green	 vegetation	
surrounded by beaches and many stunning sites. 

HP Reef, north male atoll
Located	on	the	south	side	of	Girifushi	island,	it	is	also	known	
as	 Rainbow	 Reef,	 one	 of	 the	 best	 diving	 sites	 to	 explore	
different kinds of superb coral reef formations and colorful 
fish	underwater.	It	is	a	marine	protected	area.	

MALDIVES

Male

Male Atoll

Ghoidhoo 
Atoll

Maalhoamadulu 
Atoll

Maamakunudhoo 
Atoll

Ihavandhippolhu 
Atoll Thiladhunmathee 

Atoll

Miladhunmadulu
Atoll

Lhaviyani
Atoll

Ari
Atoll

Felidhoo
Atoll

Malaku
Atoll

Nilandhoo
Atoll

Kolhumadulu
Atoll

Hadhdhunmathee
Atoll

Huvadhoo
Atoll

Addu
Atoll

Indian 
Ocean

Traditional	Sweet	Rice	Cake

Pearl Oyster Shells

87

testimonial

“
“

We	had	a	great	holiday	and	enjoyed	every	moment…	
I really appreciate your professionalism in organising 
our trip.
Vidya Nair, Bangalore

banana Reef, north male atoll
Banana	Reef	 is	 a	protected	 area	 famous	 for	 its	 fantastic	diving	
opportunities	 and	 wealth	 of	 marine	 life.	 Divers	 can	 expect	 to	
see	 napoleon	wrasse,	moray	 eels	 and	 the	 rare	 bannerfish	 and	
magnificent	 corals	 around	which	 groper,	 sharks,	 jackfish,	 blue-
striped snapper and barracuda roam. Some areas are well suited 
to	snorkeling,	while	on	dry	land	visitors	can	enjoy	the	location’s	
splendid	cliffs	and	caves.

The biyadhoo island 
The	island	offers	a	variety	of	water	sports	from	diving,	snorkeling	
and	more.	There	are	more	than	35	diving	spots	here.	Whether	you	
are	craving	 for	water	adventure	or	 just	want	 to	 relax	Biyadhoo	
Island is the place for you. 

manta Point 
Manta	Point	is	off	the	tiny	island	of	Baros.	Its	dive	centre	is	Dutch	
run.	The	best	time	of	year	to	see	the	Mantas	is	between	June	and	
November.	See	Manta	rays	at	the	reef	cleaning	stations	being	fed	
and	cleaned	by	wrasses	or	cleaner	fish.	Manta	rays	circle	several	
large	 coral	 rocks	 and	wait	 their	 turn	 to	 be	 cleaned.	Then	 they	
swim to the shallow water to feed on plankton. 

where to
stay
Maldives	offers	 some	of	 the	best	accommodation	 in	 the	world.	
Choose from some of the best island holiday resorts.
unique Stays: 
•	 Reethi	Rah - One and Only   
•	 South	Male	Atol	-	Taj	Exotica	Resort	and	Spa	
•	 South	Ari	Atol – Conrad	Maldives	Rangali	Island	Resort
•	 Baa	Atoll	-	Soneva	Fushi	by	Six	Senses
•	 South	Male	Atoll	-	Jumeirah	Vittaveli/Cocoa	Island	Resort

Day 1: male
Arrive	 at	 the	 Male	 International	 Airport	 and	 meet	 our	 local	
representative	 for	 the	 transfer	 to	 your	 island	 resort.	 Rest	of	 the	
day	is	free.	Dinner	and	overnight.	

Day 2: island Resort
Breakfast.	 Day	 at	 leisure	 for	 optional	 activities	 like	 snorkeling,	
scuba	diving	and	windsurfing	or	just	relax	on	the	pristine	beach.	
Dinner	and	overnight.	

Day 3: island Resort
Breakfast.	Take	a	full	day	optional	excursion	to	a	secluded	island,	
where you can swim, snorkel or simply soak up the sunshine. 
Enjoy	a	delectable	barbeque	lunch	at	the	island.	Return	to	your	
Island	Resort.	Dinner	and	overnight.	

Day 4: island Resort
Breakfast.	 The	 day	 is	 free	 for	 optional	 Island	 Hopping	 Tour	 to	
explore	the	beautiful	beaches	and	lagoons	or	enjoy	water	based	
activities	or	just	unwind	at	your	resort.	Dinner	and	overnight.

Day 5: male
Breakfast.	 Check	 out	 and	 meet	 our	 local	 representative	 at	 the	
hotel	 lobby	 for	your	 transfer	 to	Male	 International	Airport.	Take	
home	fond	memories	of	your	rejuvenating	holiday!	

suggested
itineraries

magical maldives – 5 days 

Water Sports

Taj	Exotica	Resort	And	Spa

Romantic	Barbeque	Dinner

Conrad	Maldives	Rangali	Island	Resort
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Denis Island

Seychelles	is	a	115-island	country	spanning	an	archipelago	in	the	Indian	
Ocean.	It	lies	east	of	mainland	Southeast	Africa.	Nearby	island	countries	
and	 territories	 include	 Zanzibar	 to	 the	 west	 and	 Comoros,	 Mayotte,	
Madagascar,	Réunion	and	Mauritius	to	the	south.
Seychelles is famous for some of the best pristine beaches in the world, 
some framed by age-old granite boulders, others offering powder-
soft sands, turquoise waters and sublime opportunities for swimming, 
snorkeling	or	pure	relaxation.	Go	island	hopping,	stay	at	beautiful	resorts;	
discover	 national	 reserves,	 marine	 parks,	 and	 breathtaking	 natural	
wonders	above	and	beneath	the	waves.		It’s	another	world	entirely!

Do you know??

•	 There	 are	 115	 islands	 in	 the	 Seychelles	 (42	 granite	 islands	 +	 113	 
 coral islands).

•	 Victoria,	the	capital	city	is	the	smallest	capital	in	the	whole	world.

•	 Pirates	used	to	hideout	in	the	Seychelles.	

•	 Almost	 half	 of	 the	 limited	 landmass	 is	 occupied	 by	 national	 parks	 
	 and	reserves.	

•	 Esmeralda,	 the	heaviest	 land	 tortoise	 living	 in	 the	wild	weighs	304	 
 kg and can be found at Bird Island.

•	 Round	Island	used	to	be	a	leper	colony.	A	stone	prison	still	remains	 
 up to this day.

Scintillating Seychelles

destination
information
Capital
Victoria
 
official Language
Seychellois	Creole/English	/
French

Government
Republic	

Currency
Seychellois rupee

Time Difference
Seychelles	is	1	hours	
30	minutes	behind	India

Electricity
The	electrical	current	is	240	
volts	AC,	50Hz.	British	three-
pin plugs are in use.

best Time to Visit
May to October

good
to know

Cuisine 
Seychellois	cuisine	is	a	fusion	of	flavors	from	African,	French,	Chinese,	
Indian	and	English	cooking.	It’s	tangy,	sweet,	rich	and	spicy	and	based	
on	seafood	and	chilies.	Breadfruit	and	rice	are	staples.	Favorite	dishes	
are	tamarind	chutney,	coconut	fish	curry	and	shredded	green	papaya	
salad.	Try	Rousettes	-	fruit	bats,	shark	chutney,	Ladob	-	a	creamy	and	
soft	savoury.Drink	Palm	wine	or	Calou	-	an	alcoholic	beverage	made	
from	coconut	sap,	Coco	d’Amour	 -	a	 tropical	coconut	 liqueur.	Local	
beer	includes	Ekyu	and	Seybrew.	Tropical	fruits	are	plentiful.

Shopping
Mahé	 is	 the	 best	 for	 shopping.	 Small	 specialty	 shops	 here	 offer	
handicrafts	 of	 stained	 glass,	 coconut	 shells,	 coral,	 fibres,	 bamboo,	
metal	 and	 pottery.	 Buy	 soap,	 perfume,	 tea	 and	 vanilla.	 	 Buy	 gems	
at	 the	 famous	Kenwyn	House.	The	Sir	Selwyn	Clarke	Market	area	 is	
home to numerous little gift shops.

nightlife
mahé: There	 are	 a	 few	 buzzing	 discotheques	 in	Mahé	 like	 the	 up	
market	 Club	 Lovenut	 in	 Victoria,	 Tequila	 Boom,	 which	 also	 hosts	
theme	nights	and	La	Faya	Bar	at	Bel	Ombre	in	Beau	Vallon.	Katiolio,	
near	Anse	Royale,	is	the	only	one	on	a	beach.
Praslin: Visit	discos	like	The	Jungle	and	The	Dome.	The	only	casino	is	
the	Casino	del	Iles	on	the	Cote	d’Or.	Spend	an	evening	at	the	Berjaya	
Beau	Vallon	 Bay	 Resort	 &	 Casino	 or	 the	 Plantation	 Club.	 Note	 that	
men must wear long trousers. Enjoy a taste of the local camtolet 
music	with	dancing	at	some	of	the	hotels	which	also	offer	evening	
barbecues with music and dancing.

things to do
and see
maHÉ 
Full Day mahé island 
After	 your	 hotel	 pick	 up,	 drive	 to	 the	 colonial	 centre	 of	
Victoria.	See	the	court	building,	museum,	post	office,	Clock	
Tower,	visit	the	‘codevar’	building	where	local	crafts	such	as	
kreol	or	(Creole	Gold)	are	on	sale.		Drive	across	the	Sans	Souci	
Mountain for a photo stop at the historical Mission Lodge 
and then to a quaint Creole restaurant for lunch. 
Continue	to	the	restored	colonial	plantation	of	‘Jardin	du	Roi,’	
apparently	 linked	to	Louis	XVII	of	France.	Enjoy	a	cold	 fruit	
drink	before	visiting	a	vegetable	and	fruit	plantation.	Stop	at	
a	craft	village	on	the	way	back.	Local Music with Dancing

Essential Oils

SEYCHELLES

Aldabra Atoll

Aldabra Islands

Cosmoledo
Atoll

Providence
Atoll

Platte Island

Coetivy

Farquhar Group

Mahé
Victoria Inner Islands

Amirante Islands

Farquhar Atoll

Full Day Praslin & La Digue island 
Transfer	from	your	hotel	to	the	port	and	board	the	ferry	to	the	
2nd	largest	island	of	the	Seychelles,	Praslin.	Visit	the	Vallée	De	
Mai which is the only place on earth where the giant Coco de 
Mer	nut	grows.	Walk	along	the	tended	paths	of	this	primeval	
forest.	Visit	the	famous	Anse	Lazio	beach	just	before	crossing	
to	La	Digue	Island.	Transfer	from	the	jetty	to	L’	Union	Estate	by	
pick-up truck (camion) for a tour of the copra sheds, the giant 
land tortoises and the refurbished colonial plantation house. 
Drive	to	the	Anse	Source	d’	Argent	beach	to	see	the	granite	
rock	formations.	Return	to	the	port	and	your	hotel.

Coco de Mer nut

Vase

Gastronomical	Delicacies
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Full Day Reef Safari 
Pick	 up	 from	 your	 hotel,	 drive	 to	 Victoria’s	 marina	 to	 board		
catamaran	‘Catalina’	for	a	trip	to	the	middle	of	the	harbor.	Feed	
the	fish,	discover	the	fascinating	underwater	world	by	snorkeling	
or swimming. Enjoy a delicious Creole buffet lunch on board. 
Discover	the	reefs	through	the	windows	of	the	semi-submersible	
vessel	or	 just	 relax.	Enjoy	a	‘petit	 rum	punch	des	 iles’	on	board	
before returning to the marina and your hotel.

PRaSLin iSLanD 
Full Day Cousin, Curieuse and St Pierre islands
After	your	hotel	pick	up	transfer	to	Baie	St	Anne	jetty	for	a	2	km	
boat	ride	to	the	Special	Nature	Reserve	of	Cousin	Island.	Transfer	
on	 a	 reserve	 boat	 to	 the	 island.	 A	 warden	 will	 lead	 the	 tour	
which	 offers	 an	 abundance	 of	 species,	 protective	 mangroves	
and	wetland,	fauna	and	flora.	BBQ	lunch	is	served	onboard	the	
30	 minute	 ride	 by	 Catamaran	 to	 Curieuse	 Island	 where	 giant	
tortoises	can	be	spotted	easily.	The	last	island	of	St	Pierre	with	its	
abundant marine life is perfect for an hour of snorkeling.

Half Day Vallée de mai 
Enjoy	an	exciting	tour	to	the	Garden	of	Eden,	a	UNESCO	World	
Heritage site of rare palms that lies amid the hidden splendor of 
the	Vallée	de	Mai	Nature	Reserve.	 See	 a	 collection	of	 endemic	
plants including the legendary Coco-de-Mer palm. Also spot the 
equally rare Black Parrot, which feeds on fruits and berries. 

Full Day Vallée de mai & anse Lazio beach   
After	 your	 hotel	 pick	 up,	 drive	 to	 the	 Vallée	 de	 Mai	 Nature	
Reserve	 a	UNESCO	World	Heritage.	 Also	 known	 as	 the	Garden	
of	 Eden,	 it	 is	 19.5	 acres	 of	 palm	 forest	 left	 almost	 untouched	
since prehistoric times. See the famous Coco de Mer, the largest 
seed in the plant kingdom, the amazing ecosystem and a large 
selection of birds including the rare Black Parrot. In the afternoon 
relax	at	the	beautiful	Anze	Lazio	beach,	voted	amongst	the	top	
10	in	the	world.	Return	to	your	hotel.

where to
stay
16	 of	 the	 115	 Seychelles	 islands	 offer	 accommodation	 ranging	
from	3	–	5	star	hotels	exclusive	island	retreats,	beach	chalets,	spa	
resorts,	luxury	villas	and	more.	
unique Stays: 
•	 Praslin	-	Raffles	Praslin	Seychelles/Dhevatara	Beach	Hotel		
•	 Mahé	-	Banyan	Tree	Seychelles	 
•	 Frégate	Island	Private	–	Private	Pool	Residences	 
•	 North	Island	-	North	Island	Seychelles

cruises
Although many cruise itineraries include the Seychelles as a port 
of call, there are a few short cruises from Mahé.  Hop from island 
to	island	in	perfect	harmony	with	this	unspoilt	paradise	and	visit	
islands which will capture your senses.
Choose from:
•	 Variety	Cruises:	Garden	of	Eden	Mahé	to	Praslin	–	5	days	
•	 Variety	Cruises:	Garden	of	Eden	Mahé to Mahé	-	8	days

Giant	Tortoise

Day 1: mahé island
Arrive	 on	 Mahé	 Island	 International	 Airport,	 meet	 by	 our	
representative	 and	 transfer	 to	 your	 hotel.	 Rest	 of	 the	 day	 is	 at	
leisure.	Overnight.	

Day 2:  mahé island Tour 
Breakfast.	 Drive	 from	 the	 hotel	 to	 the	 colonial	 centre	 of	 “the	
world’s	smallest	capital”,	Victoria.	See	the	court	building,	museum,	
post	office,	Clock	Tower,	 visit	 the	‘codevar’	 building	where	 local	
crafts	such	as	kreol	or	(Creole	Gold)	are	on	sale.	Walk	across	to	the	
colorful	market.	Drive	across	the	Sans	Souci	Mountain	for	a	photo	
stop at the historical Mission Lodge and then to a quaint Creole 
restaurant for lunch. 
Continue	 to	 the	 restored	 colonial	 plantation	 of	 ‘Jardin	 du	 Roi,’	
steeped	 in	 the	 short	 history	 of	 the	 Creoles	 and	 the	 George’s	
family,	apparently	linked	to	Louis	XVII	of	France.	Enjoy	a	cold	fruit	
drink	before	 visiting	a	 vegetable	 and	 fruit	plantation.	 Stop	at	 a	
craft	 village	on	 the	way	back.	Return	 to	your	hotel	 at	 around	4	
pm.	Overnight.	

Day 3: mahé island 
Breakfast.	Rest	of	the	day	is	at	 leisure.	Relax	and	enjoy	the	calm	
blue waters of the Seychelles or choose from the many optional 
tours	available.	Overnight.

suggested
itineraries

Scintillating Seychelles – 5 days 

Vallee	de	Mai

Dhevatara	Beach	Hotel
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Day 4: mahé island - Full Day Praslin/La Digue island 
Breakfast. Praslin, the second largest island in Seychelles, lies 
approximately	 1	 hour	 by	 boat	 from	Mahé.	 Transfer	 from	 your	
hotel	 to	the	port	and	board	the	 ferry	 to	the	2nd	 largest	 island	
of	 the	 Seychelles,	 Praslin.	Visit	 the	Vallée	 De	Mai	which	 is	 the	
only place on earth where the giant Coco de Mer nut grows. 
Walk	 along	 the	 tended	 paths	 of	 this	 primeval	 forest.	 Visit	 the	
famous Anse Lazio beach just before crossing to La Digue Island. 
Transfer	 from	 the	 jetty	 to	 L’	Union	 Estate	by	 ox	 cart	 for	 a	 tour	
of the copra sheds, the giant land tortoises and the refurbished 
colonial	 plantation	 house.	 Drive	 to	 the	 Anse	 Source	 d’	 Argent	
beach	by	camion	to	see	the	granite	rock	formations.	Return	to	
the	port	and	your	hotel.	Overnight.

Day 5: mahé island 
Breakfast.	 Transfer	 to	 International	 Airport	 for	 your	 flight	 
back home. 

Day 1: mahé island – Praslin 
Arrive	 on	 Mahé	 Island	 International	 Airport,	 meet	 our	
representative	 and	 take	 a	 short	 walk	 to	 the	 domestic	 airport.	
Check‐in	and	take	a	15	minute	flight	to	Praslin	 Island.	Arrive	on	
and	transfer	to	your	hotel.	Rest	of	the	day	at	leisure.	Overnight.	

Day 2: Praslin - Full Day Vallée de mai & anse Lazio 
Breakfast.	Drive	by	coach	to	the	Vallée	de	Mai	Nature	Reserve	a	
UNESCO	World	Heritage.	Also	known	as	the	Garden	of	Eden,	it	is	
19.5	acres	of	palm	forest	left	almost	untouched	since	prehistoric	
times. See the famous Coco de Mer, the largest seed in the 
plant kingdom, the amazing ecosystem and a large selection of 
birds including the rare Black Parrot. Lunch on your own. In the 
afternoon	relax	at	the	beautiful	Anze	Lazio	beach,	voted	amongst	
the	top	10	in	the	world.	Return	to	your	hotel.	Overnight.

Day 3: Full day Cousin/Curieuse/St Pierre islands 
Breakfast.	Transfer	 to	Baie	St	Anne	 jetty	 for	 a	2	 km	boat	 ride	at	 
9	am	to	the	Special	Nature	Reserve	of	Cousin	Island.	Transfer	by	a	

island Hopping Tour of Seychelles 
– 6 days 

Island Hopping Cruises

Lion Fish

reserve	boat	to	the	island.	A	warden	will	lead	the	tour	which	offers	
an	 abundance	 of	 species,	 protective	 mangroves	 and	 wetland,	
fauna	and	flora.	BBQ	lunch	is	served	onboard	the	30	minute	boat	
ride by catamaran to Curieuse Island where giant tortoises can 
be	 spotted	 easily.	The	 last	 island	 of	 St	 Pierre	with	 its	 abundant	
marine	 life	 is	 perfect	 for	 an	 hour	 of	 snorkeling.	 Return	 to	 your	
hotel.	Overnight.

Day 4: Praslin – mahé island 
Breakfast. Check‐out and transfer to the domestic airport or to 
Baie	St	Anne	jetty	by	standard	coach	or	deluxe	private	car.	Arrive	
Mahe	where	 you	will	 be	met	by	our	 representative.	Transfer	by	
standard	coach	or	deluxe	private	car	to	your	hotel.	Overnight.	

Day 5: mahé island – Full Day Reef Safari
Breakfast.	Transfer	 to	Victoria’s	marina	 to	board	a	catamaran	 for	
a	trip	to	the	middle	of	the	harbor.	Feed	the	fish	and	discover	the	
fascinating	underwater	world	by	snorkeling	or	swimming.	There	
is	ample	time	for	marine	enthusiasts	to	explore	the	reefs	through	
the	 windows	 of	 our	 semisubmersible	 versel	 Enjoy	 a	 delicious	
Creole	buffet	lunch	on	board.	Visit	Moyenne	Island	or	relax	on	the	
beach.	Enjoy	a	‘petit	rum	punch	des	iles’	on	board	before	returning	
to	the	marina	and	your	hotel.	Overnight.	

Day 6: mahé island 
Breakfast.	Transfer	to	airport.	The	Dwarf	Hippos	of	Seychelles

Hawksbill	Turtle
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Reunion	is	a	French	island	in	the	Indian	Ocean,	east	of	Madagascar	and	
southwest of Mauritius, the nearest island.
Little-known	volcanic	Réunion	boasts	the	highest	mountain	in	the	Indian	
Ocean	and	one	of	the	world’s	most	active	volcanoes.	It	is	a	cultural	gem	
with stunning Creole architecture, blended with French, Indian, African 
and	Chinese	influences.	Explore	its	lush	interior	and	enjoy	the	stunning	
mountain	scenery.	Enjoy	its	spectacular	17	mile	coastline,	with	incredibly	
clear	waters	 for	 scuba	diving	and	snorkeling.	Go	dolphin	 spotting	and	
explore	the	Cirques	(imposing	natural	amphitheatres	created	by	erosion	
and	 volcanism)	 of	 Cilanos,	 Salazie	 and	Mafate,	 and	 the	 active	 volcano	
Piton-de-la-Fournaise.	Come,	Reunion	beckons.

Do you know??

•	 Reunion	Island	is	one	of	the	twenty-six	regions	of	France	and	an	 
	 integral	part	of	the	Republic	as	an	overseas	region.	

•	 Uninhabited	Reunion	Island	was	discovered	by	the	Portuguese	in	 
	 the	early	16th		century.	

•	 It	was	the	first	region	in	the	world	to	use	the	Euro,	because	of	its	 
 location in a time zone to the east of Europe.

•	 Reunion	Island	is	a	part	of	the	Indian	Ocean	Commission.	

Reunion Island
Couple	Watching	a	Volcano

Trou	de	Fer destination
information
Capital
Saint-Denis 
 
official Language
Creole and French

Government
Overseas	department	of	France	

Currency
Euro

Time Difference
Reunion	Island	is	3	hours	30	
minutes behind India  

Electricity
The	electrical	current	is	220/240	
volts	AC	50	HZ.	Do	carry	a	
universal	adapter	with	you.	

best Time to Visit
May	to	November

good
to know

Cuisine
Influenced by India, China, France, Madagascar and the African 
mainland	 the	 local	 food	 is	 interesting	 and	 exotic.	 Common	 foods	
include	 Achards	 -	 pickled	 vegetables,	 Bonbons	 Piment	 -	 chilli	
dumplings	and	Chinese-style	meat	balls.	Try	specialties	like	Rougail	-	
seafood with sauces,  Cari - unique duck, eel and octopus curry with 
rice,	Brèdes	-	a	local	vegetable	like	spinach,	Cabri	Massalé		-	a	spicy	
goat	dish.	Drink	Rhum	arrangé	–	spiced	white	rum.	

Shopping
There	 are	 many	 shops	 and	 boutiques	 on	 Rue	 du	 Maréchal-
Leclerc,	 Rue	 Jean-Chatel	 and	 Rue	 Juliette-Dodu	 in	 St	 Denis	
offering French products and local handicrafts of lace and 
embroidery,	 coral	 jewellery	 and	 basketwork.	 St	 Paul’s	 has	 a	 street	
market,	 every	 Friday	 afternoon	 and	 Saturday	 morning.	 Buy	
woodcarvings,	curios,	 locally	produced	wines	and	rum	and	vanilla.	 

nightlife
Reunion	Island	has	surprisingly	good	nightlife;	it’s	much	more	vibrant	
than	you’d	expect.	Theatres,	nightclubs,	casinos,	pubs,	bars,	cabarets	
and	floor	shows	–	name	it	and	Réunion	has	it	on	offer.	Local	music	
groups	put	up	live	performances	of	reggae,	segae	and	malogue.

St. Pauls Market

things to do
and see
ST. GiLLES
Helicopter Flight over mafate Cirque
Transfer	by	shuttle	from	your	hotel	to	the	Saint-Gilles	
heliport.	 Take	 off	 on	 a	 45	 minute	 flight	 toward	 the	
cirque of Mafate, the only cirque unreachable by car. 
Cross	over	 the	cirque	 toward	Salazie.	Stop	 in	 front	of	
the	Voile	de	 la	Mariée	 falls	 and	enter	 the	 spectacular	
600	 meter	 deep	 Trou	 de	 Fer	 canyon	 through	 which	
the	 Bras	 des	 Cavernes	 river	 flows.	 Fly	 over	 the	 forest	
of	Bébour	and	Bélouve	to	the	volcano.	The	helicopter	
makes	a	large	loop	in	the	volcano	up	to	the	top	of	the	
last	 craters.	Then,	 fly	 over	 the	 Plaine	 des	 Cafres	 after	
entering	 the	 cirque	 of	 Cilaos.	 Return	 via	 Mafate	 and	
over	the	Saint	-	Gilles	beaches	and	lagoon.	Land	at	the	
heliport and return to your hotel. 

Scuba Diving 
Discover	 the	 colorful	 Reunion	 seabed	 in	 warm	 and	
clear waters. See turtles, dolphins, manta rays and 
amazing	 corals.	 Qualified	 instructors	 guarantee	 the	
quality	 and	 safety	 of	 diving.	 A	 ‘first	 dive’	 enables	
beginners	 to	 discover	 the	 flora	 and	 fauna	 at	 a	
maximum	 depth	 of	 5	 meters.	 Experienced	 divers	
can	 explore	 many	 diving	 spots:	 shipwrecks,	 caves,	
canyons, cirques and coral gardens. 

Jet-Ski
Experience	 the	 thrill	 of	 speed	 in	 a	 beautiful	 water	
landscape.	Go	on	 the	 Jet	 Ski	 (you	don’t	 need	 special	
training	 or	 a	 license).	 Children	 from	 5	 to	 15	 will	 be	
accompanied	by	an	instructor	and	those	over	16	years	
can go solo with an instructor in front. 

Visiobul boat & Coral Safari
Sit in a “helicopter of the sea” a specially designed 
boat,	 for	 40	minutes	 and	go	 through	 the	 Saint-Gilles	
reef now a Marine Park, where hundreds of corals and 
colorful	fish	live.	Get	close	to	the	seabed	and	enjoy	the	
wealth	of	marine	life	resting	on	a	unique	volcanic	site.	

REUNION 
ISLAND

Saint-Denis

Le Port

Saint Paul

Saint Andre

Saint Benoit

St. Joseph
St. Pierre

St. Louis

St. Philippe

Malogue	at	Reunion	Island

Bonbon Piment
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Day 1: St. Denis – City Tour 
Arrive	 St.	 Denis	 the	 capital	 and	 transfer	 to	 your	 hotel.	 In	 the	
afternoon	enjoy	a	city	tour.	See	the	Museum	Leon	Dierx,	Bishops	
Palace,	the	Grand	Mosque,	Le	Barachois,	the	seafront,	Notre	Dame	
de	la	Deliverance	church.	In	the	evening	explore	the	night	life	of	
the	city.	Overnight.	

Day 2: St. Denis - Piton maido 
Breakfast.  Enjoy a full day tour to Piton Maido at Cirque de Mafate. 
Lunch.	Visit	the	local	market	for	some	shopping.	Overnight.	

Day 3: St. Denis - Salazie Cirque
Breakfast.  Enjoy a full day to Salazie the most accessible of the 
three	 cirques	 and	 the	 greenest.	 Located	 20	 minutes	 from	 St	
André,	see	one	waterfall	after	another	as	you	drive	in	and	more	at	
the	end	of	the	walks.	Return	to	your	hotel.	Overnight.	

Day 4: St. Denis 
Breakfast.	Transfer	to	the	airport.

The aquarium 
Visit	 the	 aquarium	 accessible	 on	 foot	 from	 Saint-Gilles	 to	 know	
more	 about	 the	 island’s	 various	 underwater	 environments	
and	 explore	 its	 fascinating	 flora	 and	 fauna:	 rocky	 slopes	 (sabre	
squirrelfish,	 eyestripe	 surgeonfish,	 red	 lionfish,	 red-toothed	
triggerfish,	 spiny	 lobster),	 coral	 gardens	 (clownfish,	 Moray	 eels,	
butterfly of Madagascar, Moorish idol) reef depths and open seas 
(barracudas,	 sharks).	Throughout	 the	 trail,	 soft	 lighting,	ambient	
music	and	many	interactive	modules		help	visitors	learn	more.	

SainT LouiS 
makes aventures –for the daring 
Go	tree	climbing	with	Makes	Aventures	in	the	Forêt	des	Makes,	at	
1300m.	It	has	4	tree-climbing	routes	corresponding	to	3	levels	of	
difficulty.	Ziplines,	liana	jumps,	the	giants	leap	or	even	barrels	line	
the	different	 courses.	 Swing	 from	 tree	 to	 tree;	fly	down	an	80m	
zipline	at	the	end	of	the	 ‹Papangue›	route.	There	are	two	routes	
devoted	to	children.

SainT PHiLiPPE 
Lava’s Tunnel - Journey to the Centre of the Earth 
Take	an	unforgettable	journey	to	the	center	of	the	earth.	A	guide	
will	 lead	you	through	a	lunar	world	to	discover	the	intricacies	of	
lava	 carved	 by	 recent	 eruptions.	Visit	 the	 Piton	 de	 la	 Fournaise	
(Peak	of	 the	Furnace)	volcano,	enjoy	an	overview	of	 the	various	
underpasses	 and	 get	 closer	 inside	 the	 volcano	 to	 see	 beautiful	
formations	 made	 out	 of	 cooled	 lava	 that	 See	 magnificent	
stalagmites	and	negative	trunks	carved	into	the	wall	of	this	metal	
and frozen world. 

where to
stay
Reunion	offers	accommodation	 for	every	 taste,	every	need	and	
every	 type	of	budget.	Stay	on	 the	coast,	 in	 the	 towns	or	 in	 the	
mountains.	The	choice	is	yours!
unique Stays: 
•	 Saint	Gilles	-	Lux	Ile	De	La	Reunion	
•	 Grande	Anse	- Palm Hotel & Spa  
•	 Saint-	Denis	- Hotel Belle Pierre 
•	 Saint	Pierre	-	La	Ville	Delisle  
•	 Cilaos	-	Tsilaosa		

SainT PauL 
The Grand blue Cruise 
Discover	the	west	coast,	see	dolphins,	admire	the	underwater	world	
and	 experience	 a	 sunset	 over	 the	 lagoon.	 Take	 a	 fast	 cruise-boat	
marine	 tour	 in	 the	 historical	 St.	 Paul’s	 Bay	 or	 view	 Saint-Leu	 and	
its	 famous	 surf	 spot	 in	 the	 south.	 The	 1h	 west	 coast	 cruise	 offers	
astonishing	views	of	steep	cliffs,	white	and	black	sand	beach,	lagoons	
and	breathtaking	peaks	of	 the	Grand	Bénard	 and	Maïdo’s	 hills.	The	
1h30min	Sunset	Cruise	includes	drinks	served	on	board.	

SainT aLExiS 
Dolphin Safari Cruise 
Board	the	32	passenger	catamaran	on	an	early	morning	cruise,	 lazy	
midday cruise with lunch or sunset cruise with punch and appetizers. 
Morning cruise includes possibilities of kayaking and swimming. 
Anchor	in	the	Marine	Nature	Reserve	to	go	snorkeling	to	discover	the	
marine life. On the midday cruise, enjoy local lunch on board before 
cruising along the shore to see the western hills. 
Note:	All	cruises	weather	permitting.

cruises

Day 1: St. Gilles – Sunset Diner Cruise
Arrive	 St.	 Gilles,	 Reunion’s	most	 popular	 seaside	 resort	 area	 on	
the west coast and transfer to your hotel.  Enjoy a Sunset Dinner 
Cruise.	Overnight.	

Day 2: St. Gilles – Peak of the Furnace Volcano Tour
Breakfast.	Take	 full	 day	 tour	 to	 the	 Peak	 of	 the	 Furnace	 tour	 to	
see	the	volcano	along	with	the	wild	south	and	visit	the	Garden	of	
Spices	and	Perfumes.		Evening	at	leisure.	Overnight.	

Day 3: St. Gilles  
Breakfast.	Day	at	 leisure	–	Go	surfing,	 scuba	diving,	kayaking,	 try	
canyoning,	go	shopping	at	the	Flea	Market.	Overnight.	

Day 4: St. Gilles 
Breakfast.	Check	out.	Transfer	to	airport	for	your	flight	back	home.	

suggested
itineraries

St. Gilles – 4 days 

St. Denis – 4 days  

Peak	of	the	Furnace	Volcanoes

Kayaking
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Madagascar is an island country in the Indian Ocean, off the coast of 
Southeast	Africa	and	is	the	world’s	4th	largest	 island.	The	Mozambique	
Channel	separates	Madagascar	from	Africa.	With	a	natural	environment	
that	 has	 evolved	 in	 relative	 isolation	much	 of	Madagascar’s	 incredible	
flora and fauna is unique to the island. Its culture is influenced by Africa, 
India	and	Southeast	Asia.	Explore	its	highlands,	rainforests,	national	parks,	
open	savannah	and	semi	desert.	Its	5,000	km	of	coastline	makes	for	great	
diving	amongst	beautiful	coral	reefs.	Come,	discover	the	undiscovered!	 

Do you know??

•	 Over	 70%	of	 the	250,000	wildlife	 species	 in	Madagascar	 are	 found	 
	 nowhere	else	in	the	world,	while	90%	of	the	estimated	14,000	plants	 
	 are	native	to	Madagascar.

•	 Among	 its	 extinct	mammals	were	 giant	 flightless	 birds	 and	 dwarf	 
 hippos.

•	 The	 lemur	 is	only	 found	 in	 the	wild	 in	Madagascar.	They	are	often	 
	 revered	and	protected	by	cultural	taboo.

•	 Madagascar	has	the	3rd	largest	coral	reef	system	in	the	world.

•	 The	country	currently	provides	half	of	the	world’s	supply	of	sapphires.

•	 Before	 French	 colonial	 rule,	 Madagascar	 was	 ruled	 by	 Queen	 
	 Ranavalona	III,	the	last	sovereign	of	the	Kingdom	of	Madagascar.

•	 Madagascar	is	the	world’s	industry	leader	and supplier in	producing	 
	 the	exporting	Vanilla.

Madagascar

Boabab  Forest

Nosy	Be



destination
information
Capital
Antananarivo
 
official Language
Malagasy, French.

Government
Unitary	State,	Semi	–	
Presidential,	Republic	

Currency
Malagasy Ariary

Time Difference
Madagascar	is	2	hours	30	
minutes behind India 

Electricity
The	electrical	current	is	220	
volts	AC	50	HZ.	Most	power	
sockets are designed for plug 
C or E. 

best Time to Visit
April and September to 
November.	

good
to know

Cuisine 
Cuisine is influenced by French, African, Arabian, Indonesian and 
Indian	cuisine,	but	is	not	too	spicy.	Specialties	include	the	staple	Ro	-	
rice	with	herbs	and	fragrant	leaves,	vegetables	and	curries,	Ravitoto	
–	 a	 beef	 and	 herb	 dish,	 Zebu	 -	 beef	 steaks	 with	 a	 creamy	 green	
peppercorn sauce, Smalona - stuffed eels. Fish including lobster and 
shellfish	are	in	plentiful	supply.	Pizza	is	popular	everywhere.	

Shopping
Start	with	the	Government	craft	stores,	markets	and	the	shopping	
mall	on	the	Avenue	of	 Independence	in	Antananarivo.	Buy	Lamba	
–	 sarong	 like	 patched	 cloth	 in	 a	 variety	 of	 traditional	 patterns	
and	 designs,	 marquetry	 on	 wood	 ware,	 silver	 Mahafaly	 crosses	
and	 Vangavanga	 bracelets;	 shell	 and	 precious	 stone	 jewellery,	
embroidered	garments	and	linen.	Take	home	vanilla	pods.	Products	
or	by	products	using	native	flora	or	fauna,	gems	and	minerals	are	on	
the	restricted	list	and	will	require	an	export	permit.

nightlife
There’s	plenty	to	do	at	night	-	enjoy	live	bands	and	discos,	nightclubs,	
bars	and	restaurants.	Try	your	 luck	at	 the	casinos	 in	Antananarivo,	
Tamatave	and	on	Nosy	Be.	On	week-end	nights,	some	city	restaurants	
offer	shows	with	blues	and	jazz	live	music.	Traditional	dance	troupe	
performances can also be seen. 

things to do
and see
Lemur Spotting at Eastern national Park
There	are	51	different	varieties	of	lemur	in	Madagascar.	In	the	
Eastern	National	Parks	of	Andasibe	and	Perinet,	you’ll	find	the	
Indri	-	the	black	and	white	‘teddy	bear’	lemur.	The	more	well	
known, ring tailed lemurs are generally found in the south 
and	 south-west.	 Ranomafana	 in	 the	mid	 eastern	 region	 is	
home	 to	 Bamboo	 lemurs,	 Milne-Edwards	 Sifiaka	 and	 the	
nocturnal	tiny	mouse	lemur.	The	rarely	seen	nocturnal	Aye-
Aye	Lemur	is	the	most	unusual	looking.	It	lives	in	the	north	
east	island	of	Nosy	Mangabe.	

nosy be
The	 name	 Nosy	 Be	 actually	 means	 big	 island	 and	 is	
pronounced	Nosy	Bay.	It	was	the	original	tourist	resort.	The	
islands	 surrounding	 it	 offer	 barefoot	 luxury.	 Nosy	 Be	 was	
traditionally	referred	to	as	the	‘Isle	de	Parfum’	-	the	perfume	
island as it was, and still is, the source for many fragrances 
including	Ylang-ylang,	vanilla	and	pepper.

Mahajanga

St. Marie

Toamasina
Antananarivo

Antsiranana

MADAGASCAR

Ring-Tailed	Lemur

Lobster

Lamba

Traditional	Dance	of	Madagascar
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where to
stay
Discover	 accommodations	 in	 a	 remarkable	 variety	 of	 locales	 –	
from	tropical	coastal	parks	to	mountain-cradled	retreats	to	lively	
cities.	Choose	from	3	to	5	star	luxury	hotels,	chalets,	lodges,	bush	
camps and more.
unique Stays: 
•	 Antananarivo - Lokanga Boutique Hotel  
•	 Ranomafana	National	Park - Setam Lodge  
•	 Ile	Saint	Marie - Princesse Bora Lodge  
•	 Majunga	-	Anjajavy	Hote’l	
•	 Southern	Madagascar	-	Manafiyafy	Beach/Rainforest	Lodge

Day 1: antananarivo 
Arrive	at	Ivato	International	Airport,	meet	our	representative	and	
transfer	to	your	hotel.	Day	at	leisure.	Overnight.	

Day 2: antananarivo – Périnet/andasibe Reserve 
Breakfast.	 Depart	 for	 the	 Périnet/Andasibe	 Reserve.	 Enjoy	 the	
typical highland scenery of terraced slopes and patches of 
rainforest.	 Pass	 by	 Mandraka,	 visit	 the	 private	 Butterfly	 Farm,	
chameleons, reptiles and other small animals. Lunch at Andasibe. 
Visit	 the	 Vakona	 Private	 Reserve	 to	 see	 crocodiles	 and	 other	
endemic	species.	Dinner	and	overnight.	

suggested
itineraries

madagascar in a nutshell – 9 days 

Antananarivo

whale watching 
Between	 July	 and	 September,	 the	 majestic	 humpback	 whales	
of Antarctica migrate to the warmer waters off the east coast of 
Madagascar. Most end up in the protected and shallow waters of 
Antongil Bay but many can be seen off the St Marie coast and the 
mainland.	Enjoy	a	truly	amazing	experience!	

Sainte marie
St Marie is a tropical island with beautiful, deserted beaches, 
coral	reefs	to	explore,	small	villages	and	hills	covered	with	thick	
vegetation.	 200	 years	 ago	 Sainte	 Marie	 was	 used	 by	 pirates	
as	 a	 hiding/resting	 place.	 There	 are	 several	 shipwrecks	 to	 be	
discovered	and	even	a	pirate’s	graveyard!	

Whale Watch

Spa at St. Marie

Princess Bora Lodge

Day 3: Périnet - andasibe Reserve 
Breakfast.	Visit	the	Reserve	to	see	the	Indri	Indri,	Madagascar’s	biggest	
Lemur	and	also	visit	Lemur	Island.	Picnic	lunch,	dinner	and	overnight.	

Day 4: Périnet – manambato – akanin’ny nofy 
Breakfast.	Leaving	for	Manambato	village	take	an	hour’s	cruise	on	the	
Canal	 des	 Pangalanes	 arrive	 at	 Lake	 Ampitabe,	 Bushhouse	 Hotel	 is	
located.	Lunch	at	the	hotel.	Day	at	leisure.	Dinner	and	overnight.		

Day 5: akanin’ny nofy 
Breakfast.	Enjoy	optional	excursions	either	on	foot	or	by	boat:	Escorted	
visit	 to	 the	 private	 reserve	 of	 Ansirakalaloty,	 the	 Palmarium	 to	 see	
lemurs	and	stunning	flora,	or	visit	the	typical	Betsimisaraka	village	or	
the	fishermen’s	village.	Picnic	lunch,	dinner	and	overnight.		

Day 6: akanin’ny nofy – Tamatave – Sainte marie
(90mn	boat	transfer	+	20min	flight	transfer)
Breakfast.	Transfer	by	boat	to	Tamatave	to	cross	the	Pangalanes	Canal.	
Disembark and transfer to the airport to fly to the little paradise of 
Sainte	Marie,	one	of	the	best	diving	sites	in	the	Indian	Ocean.	Dinner	
and	overnight.

Day 7: Sainte marie 
Breakfast.	 Enjoy	 optional	 activities	 like	 snorkeling	 and	water	 skiing.	
Trips	in	dugouts,	canoes	and	catamaran.	Go	whale	watching	between	
July	and	September.	Dinner	and	overnight.

Day 8: Sainte marie 
Breakfast.	Visit	the	small	islands	and	archipelagos,	the	mangrove	and	
its	ecosystem,	the	primary	forest	or	just	relax	and	enjoy	massages	with	
the	essential	oils	of	Madagascar.	Dinner	and	overnight.

Day 9: Sainte marie - antananarivo 
Breakfast.	Transfer	to	the	airport	and	fly	to	Antananarivo	for	your	flight	
back home.
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Mumbai
902, 9th Floor, Centre 1 Building,
World Trade Centre Complex,
Cuffe parade, Mumbai—400005
Tel: 0091 22 022-61940940

Mumbai
170, Jeena House B Wing, 
OM Nagar Sahar Andheri (E), 
Mumbai 400 099.
Telephone No: +91 22-61370338

Ahmedabad
SF-17 Kalapurnam,
Above Citibank,
Nr. Navrangpura Municipal Market,
C. G. road,
Ahmedabad – 380 009. 
Tel: 079 66610730-31

Aurangabad
Shop No1, raj Hotel Building, 
Near patidar Bhawan, 
Jalna road, 
Aurangabad 431001.
Tel:   0240- 6651006 

The World at Your Doorstep

all india
TBi offices

Cochin
1st floor, Mattammal Building,
M.G. road, ravipuram, 
Cochin - 682015 
Tel: 0091 484 4029910

Chennai
G - 21, Wellingdon Estate,
Commander in Chief road,
Egmore
Chennai - 600105
Tel: 044 - 42638071 / 72 / 73 /74

Gurgaon
5th Floor, Seva Corporate park,
Near IFFCO Chowk, 
MG road, Behind Hp petrol pump,
Gurgaon (Haryana), 
NCr Delhi - 122001 
Board line : 0091 124 4872700 Extn 709

Goa
201-204, Gera’s Imperium II, 
patto plaza, panjim, 
Goa – 400 301 
Telephone : +91 832 6456466

Pune
170, Dhole patil road,
pune - 411001
Tel - 020 67286000

Visit us at 
www.trailblazertours.com 

Contact us at
vacations@tbi.co.in 
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